Medicare program; fee schedules for the services of certified registered nurse anesthetists--HCFA. Final rule.
We are revising the Medicare regulations to allow certified registered nurse anesthetists (CRNAs) to receive Medicare payment for the anesthesia services and related care they furnish. In addition, this final rule sets forth the fee schedules under which payment is made for the services of CRNAs, except for the services of CRNAs in certain rural hospitals who are paid on a reasonable cost basis. This rule, which is effective for services furnished on or after January 1, 1989, implements section 9320 of the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1986, as amended by section 4084 of the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1987, section 411(i)(3) of the Medicare Catastrophic Coverage Act of 1988, section 608(c) of the Family Support Act of 1988, and sections 6106, 6107 and 6132 of the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1989. This final rule does not reflect the changes concerning the calculation of payment rates contained in section 1833(1)(4) of the Social Security Act, as enacted by section 4160 of the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1990. Those changes apply to services furnished on or after January 1, 1991. Thus, the changes to the payment calculation provisions described and published below are applicable only to services furnished in calendar years 1989 and 1990.